
    SREA Board of Directors                   

Meeting  April 12, 2021 6:00 PM                                                     
Location:  Bethlehem Lutheran Church                                             

Highway 33, Portage, WI 

  
Directors Present:  Winnie Schumann, Mari Guckenberger, Ryan Lang, Brett Johanen,  
Linda Brzezinski, Pam Barreau, Juanita Rockhill 
  
Unit Owners Present:  Micki Fuerst u312, Gary Herwig u6004, Peggy Wegner u615, Bob 
Beahm u307, Sarah and Bill Mautz u638, Josh Lang u509

I. Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by President Winnie Schumann

II. Secretary Posting of notice was emailed, delivered and posted on bulletin 
4/8/21  Requested from Winnie to receive the agenda a week before our 
board meeting to allow Unit owners more time to plan on attending.

                                        
III. Secretary- Secretary reported, meeting minutes are being changed by 

people that are not authorized.                                                       
Reading of the minutes from our March 8 board meeting.                              
Minutes approved with a few amended.                                                        
Motion to approve by Pam Barreau, seconded by Brett Johanen                               
motion passed 7-0                                                                                   
Received documentation from Micki Fuerst with the dates units were last 
sided and re-roofed.                                                                       
Handed out past letters from Attorney Horton and  Mark Rice from 2007 
and 2008 which was documented history of issues that are still issues    
today.      See attachments:

IV.  Member Items (maximum of 5 Minutes) 
  
Unit 615- Peggy Wegner, would like to add a gazebo.  Presented the floor plan 
for a gazebo on new patio. Discussion followed about her responsibility for 
insurance, maintenance, etc. Gazebo will be placed on her patio and not on 
common grounds.                                                                                          
Motion made by Brett to accept her plans seconded by Ryan Lang                        
motion passed 7-0 

   

Saddle Ridge Estates Association, LTD 
P.O. Box 443 

Portage, WI 53901-0443 
Website:  www.saddleridgeestates.net 
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V.  Directors Updates: 

      President:  Reported by Winnie Schumann 
President reported on Portage Utilities billing issues: 
Unit 211 Remediation status 
New Building Development 
Information Requests from mortgage and title companies 
Project Tracking  
See attachment for details. 

      Roads:    Reported by Brett Johanen 
$24,955.50 final total from Most Plowing for 2020-2021 season. 
   
Discussed having a yellow line marking two way traffic at the West entrance 
into SR.  Brett is checking with contractors to see if it is possible and cost.       
Micki Fuerst u312 commented on how that portion of road was changed the 
last time it was repaved and the yellow line did not get replaced. 

32 markers used from marking snow plowers were repaired by Brett. 

Speed tables, discussions continue and contacts still being looked into. 

Court 300 road repairs continue as cost estimates are made available.  Winnie  
reported that money is not available now to repave. 
Court 200 - roads are the roughest, cost of a chip sealing will be looked into. 
Crack sealing will not be done this year.  Will look at budget for getting it done 
next year. 
Door Locks: checking into the cost of a mechanical locks with master key 
back up as the best option for records room, utilities rooms, etc.  Waiting to 
hear from lock smith (Chuck Locks).  Brett will continue to research costs. 

      Utilities:     Reported by Pam Barreau   
Lift station #1 needs immediate repair as it has started on fire 3 times.  The 
entire panel needs to be replaced.  Received 2 quotes.  Altronex - $44,400 
and B&M Technologies for $34,539.   Need to do final review and present to 
other Associations.   SREA share would run approximately $15,500  
Pam made motion to approve to have repair done,                                   
seconded by Juanita Rockhill motion passed, 7-0                                                     

Portage Utilities increased sewer charges, We were billed $59,137.68 for their 
inaccurate billing for the past 2 years. Old rate $8.63 new rate $16.50 per 
REU. Sewer rate is $3.08 per gallon.  Our contract will be renewed. 

Cart path- new options are being looked into but work will not be done this 
year. 
  
Gary Herwig u6004 questioned the flushing of our mains, 2017 was the last 
time they were drained. 



Suggested we request volunteers to learn how to flush mains and other water 
issues.  Placing an ad in Deer Tales possibly for a 6 hour shift 1-2 time a year.  
Cost saving could be up to $4000. 

See attachment for detailed report:   

    Grounds:    Reported by Linda Brzezinski 
Black dirt was ordered-2 loads of 7 yards each.  Linda will ask TRK (lawn 
mower) if they can get us a better price. 
Spring clean up this week April 12, 2021 
Lawn repair:  Units 109, 201, 202, 408, 410, 411, 510, 602, 648, 6021 
Trees- Trees to be taken down, trimmed or on watch. 
206, 313, 402, 411 (pear tree, unit owner will plant a new tree), 506,640 
(trimmed) 6016. 
u6005- netting will come down. 
u6020 The owner would like bush removed at their expense  
u644 Owner stated that she has water in basement. Contacted owner and 
looked at basement to determine cause. 
u615 Unit owner wants to put up a gazebo because of sap dripping off trees.  
The owner attended the board meeting and presented the floor plan. 
u6004 The owner stated he would like something done with rocks between his 
unit and 6002 because of runoff from storms. 

Warning letters: 
Dog Waste to units 109,412,600 and 6015 
Fence Letter to Unit 602, uses portable fences for dogs. 
Bob Beahm u307 would like the grass repaired.   

 Building:    Reported by Ryan Lang 
Gutters from storm damage still being looked into. 
Roofs completed from J&L 102, 214,216 reported to have leaks.  All under 
warranted for 10 years. J&L will repair. 
Requested bids for new roofs  from Long Life roofing, South Central Roofing, 
Reamer construction, Gardner and McTier. 

 Secretary:  Reported by Mari Guckenberger 
 Micki Fuerst provided documentations to the Board, records obtained from  
 Joe Duesler as to what units and when they were resided and/or received 
 new roofs. 
  
 Checked on the cost of a TracFone to replace our land line from Frontier. 
 Walmart pricing $19.99 for flip phone, $19.99 for 60 minutes of use.  
 Will continue to check on other options. 
  
 Treasurer: Reported by Juanita Rockhill 
 Two unit owners are in a rears on HOA fees. 
  
 All board members need to get approval from Winnie before submitting  
 reimbursements. 



 Winnie reported: 
 Associated Bank  
 Operating Acct.  $61,824.46 
 CD .020%          $104.044.32 
 Total $165,868,78 
 Community Bank of Portage 
 Money Market ($100,000) annual 0.15%  
 Transferred $50,000 to checking  6/22/20 
 Transfered $50,756,25 11/30/20  
 Total $156,338.15 

 Portage State Bank $97,560.70 
 Associated Bank $165.868.78 
 Community Bank Portage $156,338.15 

 TOTAL SREA money $419,767.63 
 Reserve portion of total SREA monies  $260.382.47- 62% 

 See attachment for full report:     
 Motion to approve financials made by Pam Barreau seconded by Ryan Lang 
 Motion passed 7-0 
      

VI.  Old Business: 
      Project Tracker: Board members should be updating. 
       New Building Expansion:  No official information from Builder Darrin  
       Gardner. 
       Cart Path:  Bob Beahm u307 questioned if a decision was  
       made on the cart path paving.  We do not have funds for anything to be  
       done this year.  Margie Druce will check on getting regrind as this may  
       our best solution.  Discussion still under review.  

       Insulation Question - Discussion still under review. 
     
VII.  New Business” 
       No new issues were discussed. 

VIII.  Adjournment: 
        Next meeting is Monday May 10, 2021 6:00pm 
        Bethlehem Lutheran Church - Music Room 
                                                                               
        Motion to adjourn by Juanita Rockhill at 8:50pm 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mari Guckenberger 
SREA Secretary  



Created March 2021 

These monthly board meeting updates are due two days prior to the 
board meeting.  They are to be emailed to each Board member for re-
view prior to the meeting.  No need to print out copies and distribute 
during the meeting. This will facilitate progress, shorter meeting times 
and assist the Secretary in documenting meeting minutes/topics dis-
cussed. 

Director Updates Utilities:  Reported by: Pam Barreau 

President’s Report for Board Mee2ng 04/12/2021 

Portage U2li2es – We were billed $59,137.68 for their inaccurate billing for the past 2 years.   We were being billed at a rate of 
$8.63 per ResidenCal Equivalent Unit (REU) where we should have been billed at a rate of $16.50 per REU.   Also, new units that had 
been added were not recorded, so fewer units than actual were billed. 

I negoCated spliMng the payment into to two payments, 1st due by end of May second half due at the end of June ($29,568.84 each 
payment).  Charlie said this would be a real hardship for Forest AssociaCon and that he wants the payment spread out over a longer 
period, like 12 or 24 months.  This is in addiCon to the fact that we need to replace the control panel at liV staCon #1, which will run 
approximately $36,000.  I leV it up to Charlie to contact Shawn Murphy, City Administrator to discuss it further.  I am waiCng to send 
out Quarterly UCliCes billing, which I told Charlie we don’t want to wait more than a week because we are basically financing the 
expenses at no cost to the other AssociaCons. 

Unit 211 – we are waiCng for the RemediaCon period to end, which will be in August.  At that Cme, the unit can go up for sale.   It’s 
done on a bidding basis.   The a]orney indicated that perhaps the AssociaCon would want to consider buying, fix it up and sell.  Very 
li]le money is due at purchase, buyer does assume the liens against the property (approximately $65,000 amount owed to mort-
gagee and others, excluding what we are owed) and all would have to be cleared to provide clear Ctle.  Is there any interest in con-
sidering this? 

Building Development – I’ve been a]empCng to get Gardner to provide informaCon on standard building specificaCons per his con-
tract & actual plans for development.   I did take a preliminary plan that was at Saddle Ridge Corp’s office to give to General Engi-
neering so they could do some assessment of the impact on the water and sewer systems.   There is a concern that with the number 
of units to be built at lower elevaCons, if we will be able to maintain appropriate water pressure at the higher elevaCons… for every 
1.5 feet of elevaCon, you loose 1 Pound Per Square Foot of pressure.  Kirk states that is on GEC because they designed the system to 
support the total number of units.   However, that was 30 years ago and we are now dealing with aged systems and the units were 
originally intended as summer homes, not year round residenCal.  So, we will be doing some work with GEC to test the system. 

Informa2on Requests - During the past 3 months, I have completed 15 informaCon requests from mortgage and Ctle companies.  
The complexity of these forms varies and take anywhere from an hour to 3+ hours to complete.  In addiCon, I have handled a num-
ber of requests for proof of insurance that members need for their mortgagees. 

Project Tracking – Only UCliCes and Building Directors have entered projects.   The balance of the Board members need to enter 
their projects ASAP.    Please remember that once the projects are entered, they need to be updated as things progress.



A. List of accomplishments / closed projects since the prior 
Board meeting of March 8, 2021 

1. Fixed manhole cover near unit 609, vent pipes by 
6003, 6008 and shutoff valve by 507.  Most Snow-
plowing caused the damage and will pay for the re-
pairs.  Repairs completed by Country Plumber. 

2. Pam & Winnie spoke to Brad Hougaard from Alliant 
Energy to analyze residential / business cost savings 
on gas / electricity.  None to report at this time. 

3. Documented the steps performed by GEC for the 
pump house #1, well #1, well#2 and LS#1 and per-
form this weekly monitoring / monthly reporting by 
the Utilities Director.  Annual estimated savings is 
$7,000 

4. Document actual spend for Utilities from 2019 - 
2021. Identified SREA only lights, GEC water/sewer 
expenses, Portage Utilities sewer and well # 1 as top 
dollar spend items. 

5. Budget vs actual spend discussions on allocations 
with Winnie.  No changes. 

6. Update the Alliant Energy Accounts with better iden-
tifiers / Premise Address Names 

7. Review Frontier monthly invoices for the shared sew-
er/water alarms. For 2021, we are averaging 32 calls 
per month and 95 total alarms.  For 9 months in 
2020, we averaged 22 alarms per month with 221 
total alarms. 

8. Documented the Lift Stations & Hydrants with GPS 
information. 

9. Hydrants that may need repair. The one with the 
right side cap that is crooked with straw stuck in the 
crack is located outside the front of unit 782.  The 
second picture is located in the front yard of unit 401 
and appears to be sitting too low to the ground.  Re-
ceived further clarification from Lukasz at GEC and 
no repairs are needed. 

10.Emailed Country Plumber for updated 2021 Mainte-
nance Agreement for chamber pumping and jetting.  



Removed Paul’s name and added my contact infor-
mation. 

11.Generator PM - needs oil change, air filter and anti-
freeze maintenance. Also, check the water level and 
battery. Total Energy Systems performed the work 
4/12 for $976. 

B. List of Projects in progress since the prior Board meeting of 
March 8, 2021 

1. Document the Water Main Water Valves, curb stops, 
culverts, utility boxes, street lights, Utilities’ build-
ings, and manhole covers with GPS information Main 
water valves and Manhole covers are in progress 
with 80% completed.  

2. Working on getting quotes for lift station #1 control 
panel which has caught on fire 3 times.  The entire 
control panel needs to be replaced. Emailed Lukasz 
3/11 and 3/18 for an update.  Received two quotes 
on 3/25.  One from Altronex for $44,400 and the 
other from B&M Technologies for $34,539.  Need to 
do final review and present to other Associations’ 
President.   

3. Contacted Portage Utilities to analyze residential / 
business cost savings on sewer.  The City Administra-
tor, Shawn Murphy, is reviewing the 1994 sewer con-
tract with Saddle Ridge and will be providing an up-
dated contract with increased rates.  There have 
been four rate increases since 1994 and none were 
being reflected in our monthly Portage Utilities in-
voices.  Sewer rate is $3.08 per gallon and REU rate 
as of 3/2021 is $16.50 for 323 units. 

4. Determine which houses have sumps pumps that are 
dumping into lift station #2. Can Dennis Allen assist 
with this or do we want to pay General Engineering 
to vett this out?  Winnie emailed Dennis Allen on 
3/15. 

5. Contact Xylem/Flygt for what they are supposed to 
be doing with our lift stations. Work to be done 4/13 



is PM work on lift stations #1, 2 and 6.  Contracted 
cost is $1,281 for annual maintenance. 

6. Roll up HOA line items and see how the actual spend 
allocates to the HOA 

7. Gather additional information on the golf cart path.  
Will need to contact Columbia County Highway and 
Meigs to see if they offer this much cheaper alterna-
tive to controlling the dust.   

a.  https://www.oxycalciumchloride.com/building-better-roads/con-
trolling-dust/how-to-control-dust/choosing-the-right-dust-suppressant.   

b.  https://www.eparhino.com/envirotac-ii-rhino-snot.html . 
c.  Another option is to use the regrind from the 

Hwy 33 resurfacing project scheduled for 2022 
8. Provided Winnie a copy on 3/16 of a suggested tem-

plate to be used for monthly Board meeting updates. 
The intent is to facilitate progress, shorten the meet-
ing times and assist the secretary with minutes doc-
umentation. 

9. Met with Brett on 3/12 and discussed the need for 
four keypad locks with master key capability.  Brett 
contacted Lon Chester who suggested Schlage key-
pads from Portage Lumber. 

C. # of Completed Utilities Projects since March 1, 2021:  13 

D. # of Utilities Projects in Progress since March 1, 2021:  9 

E. # of Open Utilities Projects:  20 

https://www.oxycalciumchloride.com/building-better-roads/controlling-dust/how-to-control-dust/choosing-the-right-dust-suppressant
https://www.oxycalciumchloride.com/building-better-roads/controlling-dust/how-to-control-dust/choosing-the-right-dust-suppressant
https://www.oxycalciumchloride.com/building-better-roads/controlling-dust/how-to-control-dust/choosing-the-right-dust-suppressant
https://www.eparhino.com/envirotac-ii-rhino-snot.html















